Business view on priorities of the Polish Presidency 
by PKPP Lewiatan

“The European Union needs the determination of its citizens to implement the reforms cur​rently under discussion and to remove barriers hindering the development of compa​nies and of the economy as a whole.” Henryka Bochniarz, President of PKPP Lewiatan

The Polish Priorities for the presidency in the Council of European Union cover the business expectations. We read in the programme that “if Europe wants to be competitive on the worldwide market it has to act for the growth and not only pay its debt”.  We can totally agree with this statement. The Polish Presidency has to be pragmatic and effective.  It is not about new slogans or ideas, but rather about consistently striving towards deepening integration and strengthening the single market.

“Europe integration as a source of growth”

Regarding today’s situation of Europe, especially Greece, we consider as crucial that the government as well as business point out a need of comprehensive use of the potential of the single market. The first pillar of Polish Presidency focuses on improving the functioning of the single market. Also in Lewiatan’s priorities this issue is on the first place. We consider that only extending the advantages of European integration systematically as well as eliminating barriers for growth can enhance the competiveness of the EU worldwide and as a result provide a welfare for their habitants.

PKPP Lewiatan as the important element of the Polish Presidency points out the development of the e-governance. Still the EU citizens and entrepreneurs prefer to buy/sell goods and services on the domestic market. In today’s world, where the ICT decides about the countries’ competitiveness the EU cannot let itself to be behind of those trends. That is why we are satisfied that also the Polish government thinks in the same way as business. We agree that barriers in this field have to be reduced. We mean simplification and harmonization of consumer’s protection rights, modernization of the e-signature and e-identification law as well as out-of-date intellectual property protection rights. Also tax reform we consider needed especially in field of common tax base and further works on the home state taxation.

PKPP Lewiatan underlines that initiatives connected to deepening and modernization of the Single Market have to be implemented in agreement with EU citizens and entrepreneurs. This is also the reason to organize the Single Market Forum in Cracow. We totally support this initiative regarding its crucial for the further improvement of access to knowledge about Single’s market conditions and benefits.

We would like to also remind about the full implementation of the directive on services in the internal market, especially about opening of the Points of Single Contact in each European country, where entrepreneurs can easily get relevant information and complete formalities electronically.  

The EU budget is the next common point of Lewiatan’s and government’s priorities. The Polish Presidency underlines that budget should support investments in innovative and competitive economy. We are satisfied with this statement and we expect some actions in which business is ready to play an important role. 

Only one element is not common for the Polish Presidency and business. We point out demography as the important issue of the EU should be discussed as fast as it is possible because trends of negative population growth and ageing society will not expect a decision makers. We should focus on national flexicurity models and on the EU Mission for Flexicurity supporting member states in implementation of these models. Moreover, it is important to create favourable conditions for highly-skilled immigrants from third countries (as well as theirs families). This is why a good implementation and enforcement of directives regulating conditions of movement on the European market (specially on posting of workers, on intra-corporate transferees and the so-called Blue Card Directive) is so important . Finally, the last issue that should be further discussed on EU level is the pension system. The European Union should adopt a uniform methodology for determining in such manner as to allow acco​unting for a state’s full pension liabilities – overt and latent. Trends of ageing society and prolonged average life expectancy should also lead us to extended retirement age . 

“Secure Europe – food supply, energy, defense” 
Energy and climate remain the key issues for the Polish and European business. The government’s and business’s goals in this field are mostly coherent. We state that development of the energy infrastructure as well as more effective use of energy will lead us to diminution of costs of the climate policy and its ambitious 2050 goals realization. We also support actions for strengthening of the EU external energy policy and its position towards main energy producers, consumers, and transit countries.

As a missing element of this presidency’s pillar we consider a clear message about a way to reach ambitious 2050 goals. The solution to find should be effective on the financial point of view as well as shouldn’t  jeopardise the competitiveness of European and member countries’ industry. To achieve this aim the climate, energy and industrial policies should be integrated. Moreover, an in-depth cost analysis of already implemented and new solutions should be conducted on national and not only on EU level. We affirm that absolute need of preparing comprehensive assessments should be in the Polish Presidency’s Programme. 

“Europe benefitting from openness”

On the business point of view the most important element of the last pillar is the clear communication about developing free trade agreements with Eastern Partnership’s countries. The Polish government can count on Lewiatan’s help in this field. As a practical expression of mentioned statement PKPP Lewiatan is organising in cooperation with BUSINESSEUROPE the Eastern Partnership Business Summit (September 2011).

We agree also with the statement about continuing works on the completion of Doha Development Round in the WTO. Final decision in this field should be made. In case of failed negotiations, an alternative solution to work on should be concluding further free trade agreements with strategic areas for Europe. 

See more: PKPP Lewiatan publication „Time for Action. Business priorities 07-12.2011”
